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360 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 3. 1901 

Apuntes para una Bibliografia Antropoldgica de Mexico (Somatologia). 
Por el Dr Nicolas Leon. Museo Nacional de Mexico. Seccion 
Antropologia y Etnografia. Mexico : Imprenta del Museo Na- 
cional, 1901. 18 pp. 

In the brief introduction to this useful bibliography of the physical 
anthropology of Mexico, Dr Leon, who is in charge of the Anthropo- 
logical and Ethnographical Section of the National Museum, laments 
the fewness of those Mexicans devoting themselves to somatological in- 
vestigations. The library of the Museum has few books on the subject, 
and of the public libraries the same may be said. Nor does there ap- 
pear to exist either in private establishments or educational institutions 
a complete collection of anthropometric instruments. This first attempt 
at a somatological bibliography contains 167 entries, but does not claim 
to be absolutely complete or exhaustive. The omissions and some 
misprints in the English and German names will doubtless be attended 
to in an enlarged and improved edition. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

The Fundamental Principles of Old and New World Civilizations, A 
Comparative Research Based on a Study of the Ancient Mexican 
Religious, Sociological, and Calendrical Systems. By Zelia Nut- 
tall, Honorary Special Assistant of the Peabody Museum, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. (Archeological and Ethnological Papers of the 
Peabody Museum, Harvard University, Vol. 11.) 8°, 601 pp., 7 
pis., 73 figs. 
The author of this volume explains in the preface how she came to 
be led beyond her special field of research into a comparative study of 
the early civilizations of the Old World ; how she traced the swastika, 
in Mexico, to an old astronomical source, and, in all countries alike, 
found its use as a sacred symbol accompanied by evidences of a 
certain phase of culture, based on pole-star worship and the recognition 
of the fixed laws of nature which found expression in the ideal of 
celestial kingdoms or states organized on a set numerical plan and 
regulated by the apparent revolutions of circumpolar constellations. 
Her researches seem to justify her conclusions ; but she declares that 
she does not advance any theory. She invites further study and 
discussion before drawing final conclusions. 

This publication reopens the question of pre-Columbian visits from 
the Old World to the New, and declares that the resemblances or 
identities between them are too many and too close to be considered 
mere accidents or the result of independent intellectual development. 



